
Legislative Outreach  

Creating an effective 

grassroots legislative 

program............... 



"Government is NOT a substitute for 

people, but simply the instrument 

through which they act." 

 

----Barnard Baruch 

 



 
4 Musts to an effective 
legislative program.... 

 
1) Building the relationships 

2) Know the legislative process 

3) Know your issues 

4) Follow through after the

 legislative process 

 



Building the relationships: 
 
 

 Know all about your legislators:  professions, 
background, affiliations, families (Obtain copy of 
Wyoming Truckers guide) 

 

 Know your legislators’ political 
interests/philosophies 

 

 Stay in contact and keep your officials informed 
…Don’t just call them in time of need 



 Know your legislators’ constituency (urban, rural, 

etc.) 

 

 Know what positions your legislator holds 

(committees, leadership, etc.) 

 



Know the Legislative Process 

 Know and understand the legislative process from 

start to finish 

 

 Keep informed prior to and during the session  

 

 When called upon to take action…know and 

understand your message and then follow through 



Know your issue 

 Be recognized as a credible, reliable and readily 
available source of information. This is one of, if 
not the most important, element of a strong 
legislative program 

 

 Be personally convinced about the subject 

 

 If you are a credible and reliable source of 
information, your legislator will call upon you even 
if you haven’t built the strong relationship 



 Never, ever, ever provide wrong or 

inaccurate information   

 

 If you don’t know the answer to a question, 

say so and offer to get back with requested 

information.  Never guess or provide 

questionable answers   

 

 It is nearly impossible to recover credibility 

after supplying misinformation 



 The information you provide will help the 
legislator meet their personal political goals 
 

 Share with the legislators any knowledge of 
opposition to your issue or legislation and why. 
Don’t try to hide anything. The more informed 
they are the more effective they are 

 

 Always be respectful and courteous to an elected 
official regardless of your feelings 

 

 Don’t ever threaten or demand 



 
“Bureaucracies are designed to perform 

public business.  But as soon as a bureaucracy 
is established, it develops an autonomous 

spiritual life and comes to regard the public as 
its enemy.” 

 
Brooks Atkinson ("September 9", Once Around the Sun (1951)) 



Follow through after legislative process 

 After legislation is adopted, typically the agency who’s 
statute was modified, promulgates rules and regulations.  
These are promulgated pursuant to the Administrative 
Procedures Act which includes opportunity for public 
comment. 

 

 This is the agency’s interpretation and method for 
implementing the legislation 

 

 Those who supported and/or initiated the legislation will 
want to ensure accuracy and consistency in this process 



Follow the Legislative Process 

 Visit www.conservewy.com or 

http://legisweb.state.wy.us/ to follow the 

Legislature during the session 

 Download bills, track amendments and view 

committee schedules 

 Listen to the sessions live via Real Audio 

technology 

http://www.conservewy.com/
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/


 
 "..it does not require a majority to 

prevail, but rather 
 an irate, tireless minority keen to set 

brush fires in 
 people's minds.." 

 
 

 --Samuel Adams 
 


