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By James Chilton
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE -VotersinLaramie .
County will have manyimportant

= decisionstomake
tIOII whentheygoto

(| 016 pollsNov. 8. But
e among the various
high-profileraces, voters will also
have the chance tocontinue
supporting the mostly unsung,

butnonethelessimportant, work of
the Laramie County Conservation
District,

Thoughitdates back asfarasthe
1940s, the Conservation District took
its current county-wide formin 1988,
the same year votersfirstapproveda
half-mill properiy taxlevy tofund the
district’s work.

Fromthen untilnow, the district’s
small paid staffhas contributed to hun-
dredsof projects across the county

designed toprotectthe area’snatural
resources and educate the publicon
theirvalue,

“We're alocal unit of government
responsible formanaging naturalre-
sources within the county boundaries,
and we’re managed by aboard of five
supervisors elected onthe general
ballot for four-yearterms,” said Rex
Lockman, wildlife and range specialist
forthe district.

See Mill levy, page A5

By Hez
Casper !

CAS
regul:
chang
domir

withc
email
oversl
issues

Yet
dent’s

Trump

leany
triesh
Wyon
emplo
Wyorn

Hoy
onoil,
made’
diffict
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Musicisa
special part
of Bird
Reynolds’
life.

“Italways -
inspired me,”
shesaid. “It
was always
partofmylife
and some-
thing that
touched part
ofmysoul.I -
wasvery
excitedto
makeaca-
reer
asamusician
1ielp bring
yone.”
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Mill levy: The district has planted or

sold more than 1.2M seedling trees

Continued ﬁ'alln Al

“In1987,legislation was
passedtoapproveuptoa
one-mill taxlevy (tofund the

. district), butourboardrea-

soned we only needed ahalf
mill. Today, 75 percentof
ourbudgetcomes fromthat
halfmill, and therestfrom

‘grantsand ourseedling tree

program.”

With that funding, the dis-
trict has constructed more
than 260 “living” snow fences
acrossthe county, utilizing:
natural trees, ratherthancon-
structed fencing toprotect
roadways from blowing sriow
during thewinter. The dis-
tricthasalsoplanted orsold
more than1.2million seed-
lingtrees across the county

.andprovided natural re-

sourceeducation program-
mingtosome45,000 people.

Asidefrom those pro-
grams, however, the
Conservation Districthas
also done plenty of one-on-
one work with residents,
businesses and agricultural
producers, offering expertise
onhow tomanage range wild-
life, whatsortsofgrassto

. plantand when,and howto

develop backyard wildlife
habitats that seek toseam-
lessly incorporate urban
living with rural splendor.
“Small-acreagelandown-
ersareabigthingnow,and
wework toinformandedu-
‘cate themonhow tomanage

- their grazing properly,”

Lockmansaid. “Ourtree
specialistalsoworksalotwith
(Cheyenne) Urban Forestry
ingiving recommendations
on pruning and stufflike that.
City forestry doesn’talways

. havetimetogooutanddotree

calls,sowe’lldoalotofthat
typeof stuffand referback to
thecity asfarasmoreintense
pruning-type activities.”

Since 1988, the Laramie County
Conservation District has relied
on a half-mill property tax levy
to fund the majority of its work,
which includes a wide range of
projects and educational efforts -
relating to conservation and
effective land and water man-
agement. The levy, which costs
$10.41 a year for an average-
priced home, is among the items
voters will decide whether to
renew for another four years.

Waterconservationand
managementisanotherbig
emphasis for the district,
whichhasembarked onnu-
merous projectstoaddress
waterwayslike Crow Creek
relativetoissueslike soil
erosionandlimiting grazing
ofriparian plants that provide
habitat for waterfowland
otheranimals.

“Another big thing that

" -comes tomindis, Pmnotsure

theirrigatorsof Laramie
County would have survived
thelastdroughtifwe weren't
here,” said District Manager
Jim Cochran. “Wespent 20
years working with themon
strategiesrelatedtoirrigat-
ing crops and plantinglow-
watercrops.”

Morerecently, the district

. hasalsobeenembarking on

anambitious projecttocreate
asortofoutdoor-meets-urban
educational spacerightinthe
middle of Cheyenne LEADS’
Cheyenne Business Parkway
inthe southeastpartoftown.
“I’sgoing toremainanatu-
ralarea,butwe’regoingto
useitforyouthand adult
education,andhopefully .
covereverything fromhow
youshould dostormwater
managementtohavingkids
come outandidentify the
difference betweenone

mouse and another mouse,”
Cochransaid. “There’send-

less opportunity there,and - .

we're alsogoing totry torelo-
cate ouroffice outthere so

_we’llbeadestination.”

Butall of thatwilltake
money, and despiteits suc-
cessatsecuringgrantsand
establishing partnerships,
the half-mill property taxis
stillthebiggestand most
reliable portionofthe dis-
trict’sfunding. And that’s
why district staffis askingthe
publictoonce again vote to
renewthetaxlevy foran
additional fouryears.

Togiveanideaofhowmuch
thathalfmill actually costs
the average homeowner,
Cochransaid toconsiderthe
averagepriceofalocal single-
family home, about $219,070.

Based onthatvalue, he said,
theannual half-milllevy
worksoutto$10.41,o0r 87
cents amonth. In seven previ-
ouselections, hesaid, voters
haveagreed that'safairprice
topay forthe work the district
does,and he’shoping they’ll
say the samethisyear.

“Inthepast, 38 percent
(support) was our lowest,
whichisn’tbadforatax,”
Cochransaid. “Mostpeople
like theidea of conservation,
butalsothefactwe’reout
thereevery fouryears. We
know where our paycheck
comesfrom,and everyyear
wedoareporttothe voters.
It’sstill our cheapest, most
effective way togetthemes-
sageout.”

Thoselooking formore
detailsonthe Laramie County
Conservation Districtandits
work canvisitwww.lced
net.orgorcall 307-772-2600.

James Chilton is the Wyoming Tribune
Eagle’s local government reporter. He
can be reached at jchilton@wyoming

news.com or 307-633-3182. Follow him

on Twitter at @JournoJChilton.



