
Laramie County 

Conservation District



What is a conservation district?

A local unit of government responsible for 

providing leadership for the management of 

the natural resources within its boundaries

Managed by a board of five supervisors elected 

on general ballot and serve a four year term.  

ï3 rural representatives

ï1 urban representative

ï1 at-large representative



History

ÅAs a result of the Dust Bowl in the 1930ôs, the 
Soil Conservation Act of 1935 was created to 
develop and implement soil erosion programs.

ÅEastern Laramie County Conservation District 
was formed January 26, 1946

ÅThe Frontier Conservation District followed in 
1968

ÅThese 2 districts joined together in 1988 
forming the Laramie County Conservation 
District to represent the entire county.



* In 1987, Wyoming Legislature granted 
conservation districts authority to seek voter 
approval to tax property up to one mill

*75% of Laramie County Conservation 
Districtôs budget is provided by 1/2 mill levy

*Other 25% comes from federal, state and local 
grants, agreements as well as from sales from 
the districtôs seedling tree program

*The Mill levy has been approved in every 
general election since 1988.



Why does the district go on the 

ballot every four years?

In 1997, the Wyoming State Legislature granted 

conservation districts the authority to eitheré

1) continue to go on the ballot every four years, 

or

2) request a petition recall mill levy from voters



What does the conservation 

district mill levy cost you?
$219,070.00 Fair value of house/property*

X          .095Level of assessment

$20,811.65 Assessed valuation

X        .00051/2 mill = $10.41

(only 87cents per month)



Focus of the district has shifted from 

primarily working to reduce soil 

erosion to now addressing other 

important natural resource needs



Why do I pay taxes for the Laramie 

County Conservation District-doesnôt 

it benefit only rural landowners?

Benefits to urban homeowners include:

-backyard wildlife habitat designs 

-low water use landscape plans

-information on tree questions

-water conservation and quality

-community natural resource projects



Laramie County Conservation District is 

one of 34 conservation districts in 

Wyoming 

Seven member staff including a 

manager, wildlife, tree, water, and 

education specialists, tree technician, and 

clerical staff.



Natural Resource Programs
Living snow fence program

Seedling tree program

Water conservation program

Education program

Information program

Range program

Wildlife program

Water quality program

Community enhancement program

Special projects



Living Snow Fence Program

ÅInitiated in 1989 as a means of addressing 
blowing and drifting snow problems

Å265 living snow fences in Laramie County

ÅFunding provided by Wyoming Department 
of Transportation, Laramie County Public 
Works, and State Forestry



Benefits

ÅConserves energy expended on snow 
removal

ÅImproves safety of winter travel

ÅCreates wildlife habitat

ÅBeautifies landscape

ÅMore economical than traditional wooden 
snow fences:



Seedling Tree Program
Over the past twenty- two years, the 

conservation district has offered low cost 

seedling trees and shrubs, free technical 

assistance and information to the public in 

an effort to encourage the establishment of 

conservation tree plantings such as:

ïshelterbelts

ïfield or livestock windbreaks

ïliving snow fences

ïwildlife habitat areas


