Conservation District Mill Levy Campaign-
Letter to the Editor Talking Points

The Laramie County Conservation District %2 mill levy funding will be on the November 8,
2016 general election ballot

The District Board of Supervisors have chosen to allow the voters to continue to decide on
the mill levy funding every four years, although they have the authority to request a petition
recall mill levy from voters (this would stay in effective until 10% of the registered voters
sign a petition to request the mill levy be placed on the ballot again).

The district’s mill levy is about 70% of the district’s budget. Without this local funding, the
district would not be able to leverage the other 30% in grants, donations and program sales.

This mill levy funding was first passed in 1988, and every four years since then.

For an average Laramie County homeowner, the mill levy costs just $10.41 per year, or
$0.87 per month. This is based on an average home value of $219,070.00.

The district is your local voice on natural resource management issues and is managed by a
five-member elected board which directs a ten-member staff.

There are 34 conservation districts in Wyoming which are governed under Wyoming State
Statues to provide leadership in implementing natural resource conservation programs and
projects within their boundaries.

For the past 20 years, the Laramie County Conservation District,

Planted one million trees through its seedling tree program

Working to improve the water quality of Crow Creek through a voluntary, local watershed
planning process in lieu of federal mandates.

Funded and installed 110 community natural resource projects.

Given natural resource education programs to nearly 30,000 people.

Installed 265 living snow fences along city, county and state highways.

Implemented over 120 wildlife enhancement projects.

Assisted over 1,500 small acreage and larger landowners with improved grazing practices.
Provide natural resource conservation information to the public through newsletters, media
and displays.

The district continually helps improve the environment and makes the area more attractive
for those who live in Cheyenne and other urban communities in Laramie County. The
district helps urban homeowners with:

Designing backyard wildlife habitats

Planning xeriscape (low water use) landscapes
Providing information on tree questions

Implementing water conservation and quality measures.

Vote yes to support the continuance of the conservation district %2 mill levy on November 8th



