Land Use & Natural Resource Plans/Long Range Plans

Conservation Districts are authorized by state statute to: “Develop and implement
comprehensive resource use and management plans for range improvement and stabilization,
conservation of soil, water and vegetative resources, control and prevention of soil erosion and
for flood prevention or the conservation, development, utilization and disposal of water within
the district, which plans shall include range management provisions and shall specify in detail
the acts, procedures, performances and avoidances necessary or desirable to carry out the plans,
including the specification of engineering operation, fence and stock water developments,
methods of cultivation, the growing of grass and other vegetation, cropping and range programs,
tillage and grazing practices, and changes in use of lands. In developing plans under this
paragraph, the supervisors of the district shall consider the customs and culture of residents of
the district as those customs and culture relate to the land and resource, current and historical
information and data related to the uses of the land and resource”.

The statute further provides: “ The supervisors of a conservation district which has officially
adopted a comprehensive plan pursuant to W.S. 11-16-122(b)(xvi) may coordinate with federal
agencies as provided in the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974, as amended by the national Forest
Management Act of 1976 and any other federal statute which provides for coordination with
local governments and federal regulations adopted pursuant to those acts.”

Please refer to planning guidance memorandum provided by Karen Budd-Falen, Falen Law
Office for additional guidance.

Districts are also required to develop a long range plan. Long Range Plans are a requirement to
obtain state funding as per the WDA funding requirements. The Land Use & Natural Resource
Plan does meet the state funding criteria requirement for a current Long Range Plan or the district
at their discretion may choose to develop separate plans.

Making the Long Range Plan a Recognized document

e Districts should adopt the plan pursuant to the Wyoming Administrative Procedure Act

(APA) by formal resolution and file with the County Clerk’s office.

° Sample Public Notice as per APA

° Rules on Rules — Preparation and Filing of Rules by Local Agencies
(This link will take you to the Wyoming Administrative Rules website. Once you get there, you can
search for Rules on Rules under the Wyoming Secretary of State)

° Resolution of Adoption

e Long Range Plans should be sent via certified return receipt to all applicable state and/or
federal agencies to ensure the plan has been received.

e If one of your district’s priorities is to coordinate with federal land management agencies and
influence their decisions, WACD recommends you title the plan “Land Use and Natural
Resource Management Plan,” to be consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

e Relating your long range plan to your watershed plan is a decision of the local district board. The long
range plan may contain language or a goal setting forth the district intent to develop a comprehensive
watershed plan. Once a watershed plan is completed, it is recommended that the district amend the Long
Range plan to include the watershed plan as a component.

e To ensure your Long Range Plan remains a dynamic document, it should include methods for
measuring and monitoring successful implementation. The plan should be provided to any individual


https://rules.wyo.gov/Default.aspx

interested in being a candidate for district supervisor. The plan should also be reviewed by the district
supervisors, staff and partner agencies once a year.

e Every district should have a current long-range plan on file. A copy of long-range plans must be
submitted to the Wyoming Department of Agriculture and Wyoming Association to receive base state
funding.



