Conservation District History

During the 1930's, the Dust Bowl made the need to conserve natural resources, particularly soil, very clear.
Agencies ranging from Land Grant Universities to the Federal Emergency Relief Administration
researched and implemented conservation practices throughout the nation. Eventually, the Soil
Conservation Service, now named Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was created under the
Soil Conservation Act of 1935, to develop and implement soil erosion control programs.

Sometimes agencies working with conservation ended up competing with one other. Local leadership was
needed to coordinate their efforts and tie them into local conditions and priorities. Because of this, the
President developed a model Conservation District Law, for consideration by state governments.

In March 1941, the State Legislature passed an enabling act which allowed for the establishment of
conservation districts in Wyoming. Conservation districts direct programs protecting local renewable
natural resources. Wyoming has 34 conservation districts in 23 counties.

Conservation Districts are formed with the Department of Agriculture statutes and the Board of
Agriculture and Department have statutory oversight responsibilities for Conservation Districts.

Part of the Conservation Partnership, Conservation Districts enter into Memorandums of Understanding
with USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service for the delivery of conservation programs.

The Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts was formed by the Conservation Districts in 1945 to
provide a collective voice for Wyoming’s Conservation Districts. The Association is governed by a 10 to
11-member board of directors. Two directors are elected from each of the WACD areas along with
alternate directors. The President retains the ability to appoint an alternate to serve as a voting director
while they are serving as President. The Association represents districts on national and state legislative
and policy matters and coordinates with various state and federal agencies to advance the mission of the
districts. More information on the Association can be obtained by contacting WACD.

In 1993, to expand funding opportunities for the Association and member districts, the Association formed
the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation. The Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization that works to
support community led conservation efforts. More information on the Foundation Board of Trustees and
programs and activities can be found at www.wynaturalresourcefoundation.com.
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