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2025 Convention Summary

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts
80th Annual Convention
November 19-21, 2025
Gillette, WY

Our Mission: The Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts provides leadership for the conserva-
tion of Wyoming's soil and water resources, promotes the control of soil erosion, promotes and protects
the quality of Wyoming's waters, reduce siltation of stream channels and reservoirs, promote wise use of
Wyoming s water, and all other natural resources, preserve and enhance wildlife habitat, protect the tax
base and promote the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of this state through a responsible

conservation ethic.




The Wyoming Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts marked a major milestone with its 80th Annual
Convention, held November 17th-21st, 2025, at the
Cam-Plex in Gillette. The week brought together con-
servation district directors, staff, partners, and agency
representatives from across the state for several days
of governance, education, collaboration, and celebra-
tion of conservation efforts in Wyoming.

The convention began on Monday and Tuesday
with meetings of the WACD Board of Directors at
the Arbuckle Lodge, providing time for strategic dis-
cussion, planning, and coordination ahead of the full
convention. These meetings were open to the public
and set the foundation for the week’s conversations
on conservation priorities and district leadership.

The official convention activities kicked off on
Wednesday, November 19th, with registration open-
ing mid-morning and the trade show welcoming at-
tendees shortly thereafter. The Luncheon and General
Session officially opened the convention, featuring
opening ceremonies, the posting of the colors, an
invocation by Grant Clark of Journey Church, and
welcoming remarks from WACD President Ryan
Fieldgrove. Attendees also heard a national perspec-
tive during the NACD Update from Karl Jensen,
Secretary/Treasurer of the National Association of
Conservation Districts. The afternoon was dedicat-
ed to focused committee meetings, covering topics
including district operations and education, wild-
life, private, state and federal lands, water resources,
and conservation forestry. The day concluded with a
Welcome Reception hosted by the Campbell County
Conservation District.

Thursday offered a full slate of learning and en-
gagement opportunities. The morning featured mul-
tiple concurrent mini sessions, allowing attendees
to tailor their experience to their interests. Topics
ranged from practical skills such as social media use,
employee benefits, estate planning, and logic models,
to technical and policy-focused sessions on PFAS in
Wyoming, emergency watershed protection, federal
law and policy updates, climate and agriculture, fund-
ing challenges, and multispecies grazing systems.
These sessions highlighted the diverse and evolving




challenges facing conservation districts and the inno-
vative approaches being used across the state.

At midday, attendees gathered for the WACD
Annual Awards Luncheon, a highlight of the con-
vention that recognized individuals whose dedication

and leadership have made a lasting impact on con-
servation in Wyoming. The 2025 award recipients
included Alex Hargrave, Outstanding News Report-
er; Amy Swisher, Educator of the Year; Dru Bower
Palmer, Outstanding Cooperator; Cherette Bonomo,
Outstanding Technician; Mary Thoman, Outstanding
Elected Official; Todd Caltrider, Outstanding Conser-
vationist; Lisa Ogden, Outstanding District Employ-
ee of the Year; and Wayne Garman, recipient of the
Darrell Walker Supervisor of the Year Award. The
luncheon celebrated the important work being done
across the state and the partnerships that support Wy-
oming’s conservation districts.

The afternoon continued with general sessions
and agency updates, followed by the WACD Busi-
ness Meeting, where official association business was

conducted.

Thursday evening’s Banquet served as both a cel-

ebration and a fundraiser, featuring a prime rib din-
ner, live auction, WCDEA gun raffle drawing, and the
conclusion of the WCDEA silent auction. The social
hour and banquet provided an opportunity for net-
working, camaraderie, and support for conservation
education efforts.

The convention concluded on Friday, November
21st, with a breakfast session featuring opportunities
to hear directly from Wyoming’s congressional dele-
gation and discuss federal issues impacting conserva-
tion districts.

The 80th Annual WACD Convention reflected
eight decades of conservation leadership in Wyoming
while also looking ahead to the future. As the asso-
ciation steps into its next 80 years, WACD unveiled
an updated logo that is creative, forward-looking, and
representative of growth and a new era for conserva-
tion districts across the state. Together, the convention
highlighted both the strong foun-
dation of WACD’s past and the
momentum carrying Wyoming’s
conservation community into the

decades ahead.
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