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WACD & WNRF 

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts and Wyoming 

Natural Resource Foundation are excited  to share highlights 

from recent association activities, relevant news, and         

upcoming opportunities across the state.    

 SEPTEMBER 
    & OCTOBER  

         2025 NEWSLETTER 

Wishing you a Festive Fall Season!  

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts & Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation   

Area Meetings 

In September, WACD had the pleasure of meeting with conserva-

tion districts across all five areas during our Annual Area Meetings. 

Our staff truly appreciated the opportunity to connect in person 

with partners, district personnel, and supervisors from across the 

state. Each meeting offered valuable time for collaboration and 

featured presentations from partners and organizations highlighting 

local projects and initiatives. The Area Meetings also serve as an  

important time for WACD business, including reviewing sunsetting 

policies, proposing new resolutions, and holding elections for the 

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts Board of Directors. 

     Area Meeting Details:  

• Area I: September 22nd, hosted by Campbell County CD 
—  Gillette, Wyoming 

•  Area II:  September 17th, hosted by Laramie County CD 
—  Cheyenne, Wyoming 

• Area III:  September 23rd, hosted by Powell Clarks-Fork CD 
—  Powell, Wyoming 

• Area IV:  September 24th, hosted by Natrona County CD 
—  Casper, Wyoming 

• Area V:  September 16th, hosted by Little Snake River CD 
—  Baggs, Wyoming 

 

Life starts all over 

again when it 

gets crisp in the 

fall. — F. Scott 

Fitzgerald 
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NACD Legislative Committee Update  

By WACD’s Board President, Ryan Fieldgrove 

 

Meeting date:  September 25th, 2025 

Leadership has sent a letter to the Secretary of Agriculture that emphasized the 

need for adequacy of field staffing to support the continuation of cooperative 

agreements and the agencies support of GNA with the Forest Service.  A letter 

has been drafted and is held in reserve to support the programs designed to 

eradicate feral swine. 

The committee discussed how the administration has some flexibility in what 

staff continue to work when the government is shut down.  All federal agencies 

have some obligation to make sure funds are administered to certain            

programs.  The potential new Farm Bill called “Farm Bill 2.0” was discussed and it 

was noted that the House doesn’t want to discuss a new bill until the end of the 

year.  The NACD Farm Bill consultant and specialist, Pellam Strauhn, expects the 

House and the Senate to draft a full Farm Bill by the end of the year.  Strauhn 

noted that The Reconciliation Bill provides some funding stability for                

conservation, as most of the funds are authorized through 2031.  CEO, Jeremy 

Peters, updated the committee on a memo submitted by NACD regarding 

how Artificial Intelligence research in Artificial Intelligence centers will affect key 

conservation legislation.  Richard Fordyce has been officially placed in his role 

as Undersecretary of Agriculture for Farm Production and Conservation and the 

NACD leadership has already had meetings with Fordyce. 

Finally, the committee reminded members to look at the sunsetting policies.  

The committee will review and discuss these at the October 23rd meeting.  

There are approximately 70 policies that need reviewed. 

Partner updates from the NRCS revealed that Fordyce will enter as the agency 

closes out it’s fiscal year end and that they have been told his focus will be on 

streamlining program delivery.  The NCDEA representative mentioned that they 

have been focusing on training for professional development. 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 
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picture or graphic. 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Executive Director’s Column  

Happy Fall, everyone! 

I hope you’ve all had the chance to enjoy Wyoming’s crisp fall mornings, the changing  

colors across our landscapes, and perhaps most importantly, the welcome relief of          

late-season rain. After several tough years, it’s encouraging to see moisture restoring 

drought-stricken areas and reducing fire risk across much of the state. Hopefully, it hasn’t set 

your field work too far back as we move toward winter. 

This fall, Wyoming had the privilege of hosting the Association of Conservation Districts      

Executive Directors (ACED) Conference. We were joined by Executive Directors from 17 

states—stretching from North Carolina to Oregon! It was a wonderful opportunity to show-

case Wyoming’s conservation leadership and the unique challenges we face managing 

natural resources in the arid West. A huge thank you goes out to Carrie Rogaczewski for  

coordinating an outstanding tour that highlighted the Sheridan County Conservation       

District’s impressive work across multiple resource areas, while also celebrating Wyoming’s 

rich landscapes, heritage, and people. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Executive Director’s Column cont.   

Meanwhile, things in Washington, D.C. have been anything but quiet. As of today, the    

federal government has been shut down for 27 days, coming dangerously close to rivaling 

the 35 day closure of 2018–2019. Nearly 900,000 federal employees have been furloughed, 

and while the Farm Service Agency (FSA) has been authorized to partially reopen to       

provide vital services, uncertainty remains high with no compromise yet in sight. We know 

these disruptions directly affect the ability of our Conservation Districts to operate              

effectively, especially in the areas of project coordination and technical assistance. 

If you haven’t yet done so, please take a few minutes to complete the NACD survey (Lapse 

in Federal Funding Survey - Intellistack). Your input helps document impacts to districts. We 

also ask you to share local impacts directly with us at WACD. Your feedback strengthens 

our voice on your behalf. 

WACD staff greatly enjoyed getting to see all of you at the area meetings. We had several 

great resolutions come forward on a variety of topics including disposal of federal lands,  

privacy related to drone use, Conservation District elections, borrowing authority, ageing 

infrastructure, and more. We look forward to hearing the discussion on these resolutions as 

they move through the process at Annual Convention. 

  

Speaking of Convention, it is right around the corner! If you haven’t already, please register 

and invite your partners, neighbors, and locally elected officials to join us for this special  

celebration of From Peak to Prairie 80 Years of Conservation Districts. This year’s convention 

will feature engaging sessions, agency updates, and celebrations of the past. One of the 

highlights will be a President’s Chat, where President Fieldgrove will host a conversation with 

past WACD leaders to reflect on our shared history, growth, and future. 

As we close out another year of challenges, progress, and resilience, I am reminded of the 

strength and unity of Wyoming’s conservation community. Together, we continue to       

embody the spirit of finding solutions rooted in collaboration and commitment to land,    

water, and people. I can’t wait to see many of you in Gillette as we honor the past eight 

decades of conservation leadership and look ahead to the next twenty years of innovation 

and stewardship. 

https://nacd.formstack.com/forms/lapse_in_federal_funding_survey
https://nacd.formstack.com/forms/lapse_in_federal_funding_survey
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WACD Working for You! 

September and October 2025 

September 16th – Area IV Meeting 

September 17th – Area II Meeting 

September 22nd – Area I Meeting 

September 23rd – Area III Meeting 

September 24th – Area IV Meeting 

September 29th – Public Records Act Working Group 

September 29th – Wildfire webinar 

September 30th – Hageman’s Office Monthly Meeting 

October 1st – WY Non-Profit Network Executive        

Directors Coffee Hour 

October 1st – Board of Agriculture Meeting 

October 1st – Meeting with WEBT on creating a 101 

Document 

October 6th – 8th Assoc of Conservation Executive 

Directors Meeting 

October 8th – Wy Wildfire Recovery Webinar 

October 10th – Select Federal Natural Resource   

Committee Meeting 

October 15th & 16th – DEQ Water Conference 

October 20th – Public Records Act Working Group 

October 23rd  – Senator Lummis Office Meeting 

October 23rd – Bridger Plant Materials Board Meeting 

October 28th – Wyoming Assoc of Municipalities 

October 28th & 29th – Joint Ag Committee Meeting 

October 30th – Locally Led Forestry Webinar Series 

October 31st – Joint Appropriations – Wildfire Funding 

— Post Fire Response Group 

— Roadless Rule Comments 

— USDA Reorganization Comments 

Discover where WACD has 

been actively representing 

conservation districts across 

Wyoming. 
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 NACD TA Grants  
  Application Deadline Extended 

 

 The NACD application deadline to a 
apply for technical assistance grants has 

been extended to December 11th 2025, at 11:59 p.m. ET.  

NACD’s TA grant program awards funds to conservation districts 
to hire staff  where additional capacity is needed to improve 
customer service to producers and reduce workload pressure.   

To watch the informational webinar about TA grants and the 
application process, here.  

Ready to learn more and apply? Click here.   

  

In Memory Of 

Sandra Lee Brug 

Sandra and her husband, Robert, were both deeply    

passionate about conservation. Robert served on    

Campbell County Conservation District’s board for many 

years and contributed his time and talents to many other 

boards and initiatives throughout the years.  

 For many years, Sandra generously donated one of her 

beautiful pen and ink drawings—always thoughtfully 

framed—for the live auction in support of conservation. 

Her contributions were not only artistic but deeply     

heartfelt, and they left a lasting impact on our             

community. She will be dearly missed by all who knew 

her. 

Full Obituary: Sandra Lee Brug 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LALC61i8Pc4
https://www.nacdnet.org/technical-assistance-grants-2/
https://thesheridanpress.column.us/display/obituaries/bYi5yKbYfByGlYP8kYTM?subdomain=thesheridanpress
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Join Us for WACD’s 80th Annual Convention!  

Our 80th Annual Convention is just around the corner—kicking off on       

November 19th! It’s not too late to join us for this milestone event              

celebrating conservation work across Wyoming. 

Pre-registration closes on November 5th, so be sure to sign up soon to        

reserve your spot. We look forward to connecting, learning, and                

celebrating 80 years of conservation together! 

To see the agenda, hotel room block, and more information, visit our website: 

www.conservewy.com  

Register Here!  

https://conservewy.com/events/2025-annual-convention/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/252445852774163
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Support and Win 

Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation Raffle Tickets Available Now   

WNRF is raffling off a 2025 Polaris Side-by-Side as the grand prize, with a                

STIHL chainsaw awarded to the second-place winner.  

The drawing will take place during the banquet at our 80th Annual Convention, 

on November 20th in Gillette, Wyoming.  

Don’t miss your chance to win—get your tickets today!  

 

Tickets can be          

purchased in          

person at your          

local conservation           

district, or online by 

using the QR code 

below or on             

our website:     

Annual Gator Raffle 

Fundraiser – Wyo-

ming Natural Re-

source  Foundation  

You do not need to be present to win, and all proceeds support WNRF’s mission. 

https://wynaturalresourcefoundation.com/annual-fundraiser/
https://wynaturalresourcefoundation.com/annual-fundraiser/
https://wynaturalresourcefoundation.com/annual-fundraiser/
https://wynaturalresourcefoundation.com/annual-fundraiser/
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The Wyoming Association of            

Conservation Districts (WACD) is a    

nonprofit organization that represents     

Wyoming’s 34 conservation districts 

and their 170 elected Board members. 

Conservation districts are local units of 

government established under state 

law (11-16-101 et. seq.) to carry out  

natural resource management         

programs at the local level. Districts 

work with landowners, counties, cities, 

towns and other community               

organizations to conserve land and  

water resources on private and public 

lands in the United States. 

We all need our environment... From the 

air we breathe to the water we drink,   

conservation impacts us every day.  The 

Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation 

(WNRF) is a 501(c)3 organization           

dedicated to conserving Wyoming’s     

natural resources, heritage, and culture. 

WNRF is a sister organization to the         

Wyoming Association of Conservation    

Districts (WACD) and has established    

partnerships with many private individuals, 

entities, and local, state and federal  

agencies. WNRF and are our partners are 

dedicated to conserving Wyoming’s     

natural resources, heritage, and culture. 

WNRF Website 

To be subscribed to our newsletter, please reach out to Hannah Adams at 
Communications.admin@conservewy.com 

Thank you for reading!  

WACD Website 

https://wynaturalresourcefoundation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wyomingassociationofconservationdistricts/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Wyoming-Natural-Resource-Foundation/100064404860968/
https://conservewy.com/

