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Forestry Focus  

Some state lawmakers have proposed limiting public funding for associations 

like WACD. A quote from Rep. Marlene Brady, R-Green River, “Elimination of 

publicly funded associations prevent taxpayer dollars from being used to 

fund private entities that may prioritize their own interests over those of the 

public.” If enacted, the bill could significantly alter the landscape of local 

governance in Wyoming. Across the state, associations, like the WACD, play 

a crucial role in legislation, education, and provide local perspectives on 

how to better our state. The committee’s next meeting takes place on August 

14th, in Casper. We will continue to keep the districts updated. To read the 

article, check out the link below:  

https://oilcity.news/politics/state-politics/2025/05/20/wyoming-lawmakers-go-after-funding-for-state-

associations-that-sometimes-oppose-their-bills/   

The Wyoming State Forestry Division has released their 5-year strategic plan. 

The mission: “Conserve, Enhance, and Protect Wyoming’s Forest.” Their new 

strategic plan focuses on Statewide Initiatives, Forest Management, Fire  

Management, and Program Management. Take a look at the Wyoming 

State Forestry Division’s vision for Wyoming’s forest health for the coming 

years:  
https://wsfd.wyo.gov/wsfd-strategic-plan  

 

As per The Executive Order titled, “Immediate Expansion of American Timber 
Production,” Chris French, the Deputy Chief of the National Forest System in 
Washington DC, released a memo on April 3rd addressing the three goals 
they will seek to achieve in actively managing the forests in the U.S. French 
lists the following:   
 

• Support rural economies and forest product industry partners   

• Reduce the risk of destructive wildfire by creating and sustaining healthy and re-
silient forests and watersheds   

• Build capacity through workforce alignment and partnerships  

 

Take a look at French’s directions and delegations:  
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/implementation-secretarial-memo-1078-006.pdf 
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There are no  

words that can tell 

the hidden spirit of    

the wilderness,  

that can reveal its     

mystery, its        

melancholy, and   

its charm.  

- Theodore        

Roosevelt  



 2 

Don’t Forget to Look Down  

 

 

According to WACD Policy #12: Noxious Weed Control—Under the Private, State 

and Federal Lands Section—WACD supports and strongly encourages the con-

trol of noxious weeds and pests by owners, managers and users of all lands. 

(Adopted 1986, Sunset 2025).    

As you venture into the wilderness this summer, don’t forget to be 

on the lookout for noxious weeds! Cheatgrass, also known as 

Downy Brome, is the latest addition to the Wyoming Designated 

Noxious Weed List. This highly invasive, non-native grass increases 

wildfire risk, burning quickly. Their seeds can live up to three years 

in the soil and spread by sticking to 

fur, socks, and bootlaces. Think 

you’ve spotted a noxious weed? To 

check out more & to learn how to 

identify and report it here:   

https://wyoweed.org/identify-weeds/  

WDEQ Revisions to Watershed Program Section SOP Manual and QAPP  

The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (WDEQ), Water Quality Division (WDQ), recently          

updated two important documents to enhance water quality monitoring and data integrity across the 

state: 

• Manual of Standard Operating Procedures for Sample Collection and Analysis (SOP Manual): This 

manual provides standardized guidelines for surface water quality monitoring and quality assurance and 

quality control (QA/QC) procedures.  

 

• Watershed Protection Section Quality Assurance Program Plan (WPS QAPP): This plan outlines the 

quality assurance (QA) and quality control (QC) measures applied to environmental data operations 

within the Section—ensuring that surface water quality data collected meets established standards and 

supports the Section’s goals and objectives.  

 

These updates reflect ongoing programmatic changes aimed at improving monitoring processes and data 

quality. Both finalized documents are now accessible on the WDEQ’s website, found here:  

Data Quality Assurance  

 
For more information or questions regarding the SOP Manual or the WPS QAPP  

updates, please contact Jillian Scott, Quality Assurance Manager, at  

jillian.scott@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6372. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdeq.wyoming.gov%2Fwater-quality%2Fdata-quality-assurance%2F/1/010101973b3fadf1-e68206a8-35fe-403e-b54c-d120457d6666-000000/eRHO3AwUHm9BmvdJgJhtaMwzx7J9qQpzu9xE65LP57s=408
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

A message from our 

Executive Director 

— Holly Kennedy  

Hello, All,  

My maternity leave started slightly earlier than anticipated with the arrival 

of Tate Louella on May 27th 2025!   

I will be out on full time maternity leave through the end of July, to return 

on a part time basis in August, and resume my full-time duties as Executive       

Director in September. Please direct inquiries during my leave as detailed 

below:   

Hannah Adams, WACD Communications and Administrative Manager  

(communications.admin@conservewy.com)  

 All communications including: newsletters, legislative updates, job  
postings, website updates and social media posts.   

 All administrative functions including accounts payable and               
receivable.   

 Delta Dental & WEBT coverage questions.  

 Inquiries related to fall area meetings or annual convention.  

 All questions related to the Wyoming Natural Resources Foundation including the Gary Beach            
Scholarship, Cowboy Cornhole Tournament, side-by-side raffle and grant funds that are held within the       
Foundation.   

 

Carmen McIntyre, WACD Watershed Coordinator   

(watershed.coordinator@conservewy.com)  

 All inquiries related to Watershed.  

 All inquiries related to NRCS, USFWS and Wyoming Grant Management Office Grants.  

 Inquiries on the Summer Water Tour and Water Quality Training.  

 Questions related to Wy Department of Environmental Quality & Wy Department of Agriculture.  

 

Ryan Fieldgrove, WACD Board President  

(rfieldgrove@gmail.com)  

 Legislative Affairs.  

 Resolutions Development Process   

 

Additionally, during my leave Keith Kennedy with AgriMind, will be monitoring legislative actions and      

working with WACD’s Board of Directors to represent the interests of our association. He will be providing a  

bi-monthly update detailing actions taken in the prior two weeks, and scheduled meetings in the coming 

two weeks. This communication will be sent to all District Managers, Supervisors, and WACD Board Members. 

If anyone would like to be added to the list, please send Hannah an email at,                                               

communications.admin@conservewy.com or call WACD’s mainline, 307.632.5716. The first of these updates 

was distributed on May 28th, 2025.   

  

Thank you all for your understanding and adaptability during this time! 



 4 

“Wyoming is like a small town with really long 

roads”… So let’s keep it that way and stay connected!  

WACD/WNRF:  In May, the WACD proudly welcomed Hannah Adams as the new               

Communications and Administrative Manager. 

Hannah holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Management with an 

emphasis in Human Resources. She brings a diverse professional   

background with several years of experience in Wyoming’s nonprofit 

sector, where she worked to support community development and 

public well-being. Her experience also includes time in the education 

field and the diesel/automotive industry — where she occasionally 

worked with agricultural equipment — giving her a well-rounded    

perspective on the many industries that intersect with conservation 

work. 

In her role at WACD, Hannah will lead statewide communication   

strategies, manage key administrative initiatives, and support the     

organization’s 34 conservation districts. She brings with her a deep   

appreciation for Wyoming’s natural landscapes, a strong               

commitment to community engagement, and a personal passion   

for travel and  exploring the outdoors. 

Please feel free to reach out to Hannah at                                                         

communications.admin@conservewy.com with any questions or to 

say hello! 

At the beginning of June, Katie Wynne joined the Laramie Rivers               

Conservation District as District Manager. A longtime Laramie resident,  

Katie is excited to work alongside her LRCD team to support rural and      

urban  landowners in conserving natural resources within Albany County. 

Katie holds a bachelor's degree in biological science and a master's        

degree in ecological restoration. In 2024, she completed her Wyoming   

Naturalist certification. Prior to joining the LRCD, Katie worked as the      

Conservation and Stewardship Director for the Wyoming Stock Growers 

Land Trust, where she collaborated with partners to complete and          

manage conservation easements and land stewardship projects across   

the state. Katie also worked in the environmental consulting industry,     

leading natural resource surveys for energy development projects.        

Katie has significant experience working with natural resources across the 

western U.S. and is passionate about supporting landowners in conserving 

Wyoming's wild landscape. 

In her free time, Katie enjoys dancing classical ballet, reading, and     

spending time outdoors — no matter the season! 

Laramie Rivers CD: 
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“Wyoming is like a small town with really long 

roads”… So let’s keep it that way and stay connected!  

We’ve welcomed many new team members recently! 

If your district has hired a new employee,              

please let Hannah Adams know                                      

so we can introduce them                                                 

in upcoming newsletters. 

Star Valley added a new addition to their team at the           

beginning of June, please welcome Kresta Hedges as SVCD’s 

new District Manager. Kresta grew up in Laramie, Wyoming. 

She received her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of    

Wyoming in Animal Science.  

Twenty-two years ago, Kresta and her husband moved to    

Star Valley and raised wo boys who are now 20 and 18. After   

working for the USDA-Farm Service Agency for 16 years,      

Kresta was ready for a change and made the decision to join 

Star Valley Conservation District! In her free time, Kresta and her 

family spend time outdoors, hunting, fishing, and riding &      

raising horses.  

Please welcome Kresta to the team, we are excited to have 

her on board!  

 
Star Valley CD: 
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SAVE THE DATE: 
Upcoming Events 

• Area Meeting Dates:  

• Area I:  Campbell County CD, September 22nd   

•  Area II:  Laramie County CD, September 17th  

• Area III:  Powell Clarks-Fork CD:  September 23rd  

• Area IV:  Natrona County CD:  September 24th  

• Area V:  Little Snake River CD, September 16th 

 

• Cowboy Cornhole Tournament  

• The Cowboy Cornhole Tournament is back! 

Join us on August 12th at the Wyoming State Fair in Douglas 

for some friendly competition and fun.  

• Interested in playing? Player registration opens soon, so 

stay tuned! 

• We're also looking for sponsors to support this exciting 

fundraiser, hosted by the Wyoming Natural Resource     

Foundation (WNRF) and the FFA Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Gator Raffle  

• The Wyoming Natural Resources Foundation (WNRF) will 

be selling raffle tickets for a 2025 Polaris Ranger 570, with the 

winner drawn at our Annual Convention.  

A huge thank-you to Brown Co., out of Wheatland, Wyoming 

for their generous donation!   

 

  

Stay Tuned—

WACD’s Annual 

Convention 

The Wyoming             

Association of          

Conservation Districts 

annual convention is 

right around the       

corner—and we’ll be 

celebrating our 80th 

Anniversary! 

We are excited to     

announce dates and 

location soon.  

In the meantime, 

please don’t hesitate 

to reach out to Hannah 

Adams if you have any 

questions.  

Thank you to Area I for 

hosting the convention 

this year.  

 

 

If you'd like to sponsor or          

learn more, please contact                    

Hannah Adams. 
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SAVE THE 
DATE: 

More Upcoming 
Events 

• The Water Quality Monitoring and Sampling Analysis Training is 

scheduled for July 22-24, 2025 in Lander, Wyoming. This event is 

open to all WACD staff and members.  

 The agenda and registration details will be out shortly! We 

look forward to seeing you there.  
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To catch up and/or watch 

prior webinars from the      

National Conservation       

District Employees                

Association, please visit:  

https://www.ncdea.us/

training  

 

• EPA Region 8 Offering Many Free                                             

Environmental Education Programs  

The Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 is excited to 

share they offer free virtual and in-person presentations on   

topics like recycling, conservation, and water quality—

customized for any age group and available year-round. 

This summer, they’re looking to connect with camps, school 

programs, and events that could benefit from the EPA            

environmental presentations, an activity, or hosting an event 

booth. They also offer educational  materials, mentorships for 

students interested in careers in environmental and scientific 

fields, and support/help with judging  science fairs. 

Interested or would like to schedule a visit from the EPA?      

Contact Wendy Dew, Outreach and Education Coordinator: 

dew.wendy@epa.gov, 303-877-0428   

SAVE 
THE 

DATE: 
More       

Upcoming 
Events 

https://www.ncdea.us/training
https://www.ncdea.us/training
mailto:dew.wendy@epa.gov
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Looking Ahead Together: 

District Collaboration in Action  

We’re excited to further connect with you and strengthen the mission that the           
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts and the Wyoming Natural Resource 

Foundation serve alongside Wyoming’s conservation districts and our agency partners.                  
This section highlights inputs we’ll need from the districts, what we may ask from your 

district as we create innovative initiatives, and how we can continue working together 
to support conservation efforts across our beautiful state.  

 As we continue planning for the upcoming Annual Convention, 

we’re asking districts to share their input on topics you'd like to 

learn more about during breakout sessions. This could include 

agency updates, legislative issues, or subjects that support           

innovation and success in your district. 
 Please send your areas of interest to Hannah Adams by Friday, 
 July 18th.  

 
 Please start thinking about resolutions processes—as well as any 

resolutions your district may want to bring forward at the annual 

meeting during the convention.  

 

 The WACD and WNRF will soon begin requesting districts to        

provide statistics on ongoing/past projects. This data will serve as 

tangible evidence for grant reporting, legislative updates, and   

external communications. Please be on the lookout for these      

requests coming your way from Carmen McIntyre and Hannah 

Adams.  

 

 We know each district is busy doing great work, and we’d love to 

hear about it! If you have upcoming events, recent successes,   

educational programs, outreach efforts, standout employee       

efforts, or exciting projects—whether just starting, ongoing, or      

recently completed—please share them with Hannah Adams. 

These updates may be featured in upcoming newsletters or 

shared through email.  
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The Wyoming Association of            

Conservation Districts (WACD) is a non-

profit organization that represents     

Wyoming’s 34 conservation districts 

and their 170 elected Board members. 

Conservation districts are local units of 

government established under state 

law (11-16-101 et. seq.) to carry out  

natural resource management         

programs at the local level. Districts 

work with landowners, counties, cities, 

towns and other community               

organizations to conserve land and  

water resources on private and public 

lands in the United States. 

We all need our environment... From the 

air we breathe to the water we drink,   

conservation impacts us every day.  The 

Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation 

(WNRF) is a 501(c)3 organization           

dedicated to conserving Wyoming’s     

natural resources, heritage, and culture. 

WNRF is a sister organization to the         

Wyoming Association of Conservation    

Districts (WACD) and has established    

partnerships with many private individuals, 

entities, and local, state and federal  

agencies. WNRF and are our partners are 

dedicated to conserving Wyoming’s     

natural resources, heritage, and culture. 

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts – Repre-

senting Wyoming's 34 local conservation districts  

Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation – Sup-

porting Community Led Conservation  

Wyoming Association of Con-

servation Districts | Cheyenne 

WY | Facebook  

Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation 

| Cheyenne WY | Facebook  

To be subscribed to our newsletter, please reach out to Hannah Adams at 
Communications.admin@conservewy.com 

Thank you for reading!  

https://conservewy.com/
https://conservewy.com/
https://wynaturalresourcefoundation.com/
https://wynaturalresourcefoundation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wyomingassociationofconservationdistricts/
https://www.facebook.com/wyomingassociationofconservationdistricts/
https://www.facebook.com/wyomingassociationofconservationdistricts/
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts | Cheyenne WY | Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/people/Wyoming-Natural-Resource-Foundation/100064404860968/#
https://www.facebook.com/people/Wyoming-Natural-Resource-Foundation/100064404860968/#
Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation | Cheyenne WY | Facebook

