January 2025

NEWSLETTER
CONSERVATION CONNECT

Jor our future

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

e The District Supervisor and Employee
Training along with the Legislative 101
Training will be March 4th-6th in
Cheyenne, WY. More details below.

Wyoming Water Association's Summer
Tour is tentatively scheduled for mid-
June in Sheridan or Johnson County. If
you have ideas for meeting topics,
please contact Justin Caudill and
Carmen Mclntyre. More details to come
shortly!

Public Lands Rule Notification of Public
Meet the Staff

Meetings Column 2 Truths &
DATES: The Committee will meet virtually A Lie. The LIE was:

on February 19, 2025, from 9O a.m. to 2:30

p.Mm. mountain time. Carmen: “- | have gone
skydiving and would do it

again; albeit on an empty
stomach.”

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
virtually. The meeting will be open to the
public. Attendees must register to
participate with the individual listed in the

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section of this notice at least 3 business
days prior to the meeting date.

https://public-
inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-
OO0B00.pdf



https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-00600.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-00600.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-00600.pdf
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Save the Date for WCDEA'’s
Annual Training!

May 5-8, 2025 in Newcastle

Tentative Schedule:

Monday: Project Learning Tree Training, 10am-6pm
(This is optional training for those that wish to
attend)

Tuesday AM: Water Quality Training and 319
Program Updates from DEQ), Suitewater Update
from WACD, 1 more short session TBD

Tuesday PM: Caleb Carter will have presenters and
topics related to tour that will take place on
Tuesday. This will include a Wildfire Response
roundtable discussion.

Tuesday PM: WCDEA General Meeting (between
d4pom and Spm, TBD)

Tuesday Evening: Welcome Reception at Pizza Barn
hosted by Weston and Crook County
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Wednesday: Tour all day, lunch provided
Wednesday Evening: TBD

Thursday AM: Wyoming Grants Management Office
— Wyoming Grant Assistance Program

Thursday Late AM: Agency Updates

Watch your email for an official “Save the Date” with
registration and lodging information. If there are any
questions, please contact Amanda Konkowski
(Washakie County CD), Training Committee Chair
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A MESSAGE
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Happy New Year! | hope everyone‘s 2025 is off to a great
start!

The 2025 Legislative session kicked off on January 14th and is
already in full swing. Over 400 bills have been numbered so far
and WACD is tracking over 40 so far. This year’s introduction
deadlines are January 29th for the Senate and February 3rd for
the House. It is rumored that over 1,000 bills have drafted,
although it is likely that many of them will not be brought forward.

On January 15th in the first Joint Session of the 2025 Session
Governor Mark Gordon provided his State of the State Address.
The Governors address is largely being surmised as an optimistic
outlook on a ‘strong and vibrant’ State. The Governor largely spoke
on the requests contained in his S692 million-dollar Supplement
Budget. One of the largest asks contained in the request is $140
Mmillion-dollars to replenish the fire fighting account and to support
post fire recovery efforts. The Governor also called on everyone to
come together to ensure that LaPrele Dam is reconstructed in a
timely manner and that the associated water rights are protected.
The State of the State and the State of the Judiciary can be
listened to here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbzSvhRfK1g.

We will be emailing out a Legislative Update every Friday. Please
let Sydney know if you would like added to the distribution list! If
you find yourself in Cheyenne, or would like to come down during
session, please let me know. | would love to have you join me at
the Capitol. We will also be hosting a Legislative 101 Training again
this year as a part of the Spring Supervisor Training on March 4th.
This is a great opportunity to learn more about the legislative
process and attend a committee meeting! Information on the
session, including bill drafts and the committee schedule can be
found by visiting www.wyoleg.gov.
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State Happenings

Legislative Corner

WY Files Suit Over EPA’s Waste Emissions Charge
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WYGOV/bulletins/3cd
5291

CREG Report Predicts $20.5 Million Shortfall
https://wyofile.com/wyoming-lawmakers-have-20m-less-to-
spend-state-forecasters-report/?
utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=1d44855806-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_17_01_43&utm_medium=email&ut
M_term=0_-1d44855806-622950033

First CWD Case Confirmed on WY Elk Feedground
https://wyofile.com/wyoming-confirms-first-case-of-chronic-
wasting-disease-inside-an-elk-feedground/?
utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=83adedd78d-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_16_01_29&utm_medium=email&ut
M_term=0_-83adedd78d-622950033

WY Gets Greenlight to bury Wind Turbines in Coal Mines
https://wyofile.com/where-to-dispose-of-piles-of-old-wind-
turbine-blades-coal-mines/?
utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f9QaeQab7e4-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_15_01_30&utm_medium=email&ut
M_term=0_-f9aeQab7e4-622050033

Grizzly Bear to Remain a Listed Species
https://capcity.news/latest-news/2025/01/14/wgfd-director-
angi-bruce-grizzly-bear-decision-unfortunate-disappointing-
for-wyoming/

A ‘Monument to America’ in Wyoming
https://wyofile.com/lawmakers-want-wyomings-own-mount-
rushmore/?utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=06e9Qb9O3db9O-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_14_12_14&utm_medium=email&utm
_term=0_-06e9b93db9-622950033



Federal Updates

Legislative Corner

BLM National Advisory Committee Meeting - February 19th @ 9
AM The National Advisory Committee will hold a virtual public
Meeting to discuss implementation of the Public Lands Rule.
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-00600.pdf

National Old growth Amendment Withdrawn
https://www.fs.usda.gov/inside-fs/leadership/national-old-
gsrowth-amendment

Supreme Court rejects Utah & Wyoming’s Federal Lands Claim
https://wyofile.com/utah-were-no-longer-asking-supreme-court-
to-dispose-of-public-blm-land/?
utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f778a478ad-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_20_11_55&utm_medium=email&utm_
term=0_-f778a478ad-622950033

Biden Administration Finalizes Rock Springs RMP
https://wyofile.com/biden-administration-finalizes-rock-springs-
plan-without-further-changes/?
utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f778a478ad-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_20_11_55&utm_medium=email&utm_
term=0_-f778a478ad-622950033

Western Solar Plan Finalized
https://wyofile.com/feds-finalize-plan-to-expand-solar-energy-
in-wyoming/?utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f778a478ad-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_20_11_55&utm_medium=email&utm_
term=0_-f778a478ad-6229050033

House Ag Committee Announces Leadership for 119th Congress
https://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?
DocumentlD=7829

Westerman Wildfire Bill Gains New Momentum
https:// www.eenews.net/articles/as-california-burns-westerman-
renews-push-on-wildfire-bill/

EPA & USFWS Sign Joint Statement of Cooperation
efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:// www.epa.gov/system/f
iles/documents/2025-01/7al1-7a2-joint-statement.pdf


https://wyofile.com/supreme-court-rejects-utah-wyoming-claims-on-federal-public-lands/?utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f9ae9a57e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_15_01_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-f9ae9a57e4-622950033
https://wyofile.com/supreme-court-rejects-utah-wyoming-claims-on-federal-public-lands/?utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f9ae9a57e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_15_01_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-f9ae9a57e4-622950033
https://wyofile.com/supreme-court-rejects-utah-wyoming-claims-on-federal-public-lands/?utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f9ae9a57e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_15_01_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-f9ae9a57e4-622950033
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https://wyofile.com/supreme-court-rejects-utah-wyoming-claims-on-federal-public-lands/?utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f9ae9a57e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_15_01_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-f9ae9a57e4-622950033
https://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=7829
https://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=7829

Federal Updates

Legislative Corner

Brooke Rollins Nominated for Secretary of Agriculture
https:// www.eenews.net/articles/hearing-on-usda-pick-rollins-set/

Lee Zeldin Nominated for EPA
https://www.npr.org/2025/01/16/nx-s1-5262567/trump-cabinet-
picks-lee-zeldin-confirmation-hearing

North Dakota Governor Selected for Department of the Interior
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/14/g-s1-34190/trump-interior-
department-doug-burgum-north-dakota-governor

House Republicans Make it Easier to Sell Public Lands
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/01/13/advoca
tes-fret-over-house-gop-move-on-public-lands-00197595

Hageman Introduces Three Bills to Fight BLM Land Management
Decisions
https:// www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2297?

s=8B&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2307?
s=6&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2807?
s=7&r=2

Barrasso’s Public Lands Initiative Act Passes Senate Committee
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2023/12/enr-advances-legislation-
supporting-wyoming-s-resources

Barrasso Introduces MAPWaters Act
https:// www.energy.senate.gov/2023/10/barrasso-king-introduce-
the-mapwaters-act

Barrasso & Lummis Cosponsor The Wildfire Prevention Act
https://www.barrasso.senate.gov/public/index.ctfm/news-releases?
ID=CCFE331F-E4D5-454B-8CCF-E2D4511EA1EO


https://www.energy.senate.gov/hearings/2025/1/hearing-to-consider-the-nomination-of-the-honorable-doug-burgum-to-be-secretary-of-the-interior
https://www.energy.senate.gov/hearings/2025/1/hearing-to-consider-the-nomination-of-the-honorable-doug-burgum-to-be-secretary-of-the-interior

FEDERAL REGISTRAR
IMPORTANT NOTICES

‘National Environmental Policy
Act Implementing Procedures
for the Bureau of Land
Management (516 DM 11)’ \ I /

/ /7

‘Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife and Plants; 90-Day
Findings for Eight Species’

1,

‘Records of Decision and
Approved Resource Management
Plan Amendments for Greater
Sage-Grouse Rangewide

Planningj\ I /

/

‘Public Land Order No. 7959; ‘Notice of Availability of the
Extension of Public Land Order Record of Decision and Approved
No. 7628, Withdrawal of Pryor Resource Management Plan for

Mountain Wild Horse Range; the Rock Springs Field Office,

Wyoming’ \ | /7 Wyoming’ \ | /
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‘BLM Director's Response to the Wyoming
Governor's Appeal of the BLM Wyoming State

Director's Governor's Consistency Review

Determination for the Buffalo Field Office

Proposed Resource Management Plan
Amendment and Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement’ I
Nty

/


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/21/2025-01118/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-90-day-findings-for-eight-species
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/21/2025-01118/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-90-day-findings-for-eight-species
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/21/2025-01118/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-90-day-findings-for-eight-species
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/17/2025-01198/records-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-for-greater-sage-grouse
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/17/2025-01198/records-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-for-greater-sage-grouse
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/17/2025-01198/records-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-for-greater-sage-grouse
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/17/2025-01198/records-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-for-greater-sage-grouse
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/17/2025-01198/records-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-for-greater-sage-grouse
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/16/2025-01055/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-procedures-for-the-bureau-of-land-management-516-dm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/16/2025-01055/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-procedures-for-the-bureau-of-land-management-516-dm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/16/2025-01055/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-procedures-for-the-bureau-of-land-management-516-dm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/16/2025-01055/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-procedures-for-the-bureau-of-land-management-516-dm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/10/2025-00362/public-land-order-no-7959-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7628-withdrawal-of-pryor-mountain-wild
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/10/2025-00362/public-land-order-no-7959-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7628-withdrawal-of-pryor-mountain-wild
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/10/2025-00362/public-land-order-no-7959-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7628-withdrawal-of-pryor-mountain-wild
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/10/2025-00362/public-land-order-no-7959-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7628-withdrawal-of-pryor-mountain-wild
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/10/2025-00362/public-land-order-no-7959-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7628-withdrawal-of-pryor-mountain-wild
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/07/2025-00079/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-for-the-rock
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/07/2025-00079/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-for-the-rock
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/07/2025-00079/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-for-the-rock
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/07/2025-00079/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-for-the-rock
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/07/2025-00079/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-for-the-rock
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-31314/blm-directors-response-to-the-wyoming-governors-appeal-of-the-blm-wyoming-state-directors-governors
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-31314/blm-directors-response-to-the-wyoming-governors-appeal-of-the-blm-wyoming-state-directors-governors
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-31314/blm-directors-response-to-the-wyoming-governors-appeal-of-the-blm-wyoming-state-directors-governors
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-31314/blm-directors-response-to-the-wyoming-governors-appeal-of-the-blm-wyoming-state-directors-governors
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Calling all Wyoming state agencies, local governments, special
districts, tribal governments and organizations, smalll businesses, and
Nnonprofits!

The Wyoming Grants Management Office (GMO) is happy to
announce that the 3rd Annual Wyoming Funding Summit will take
place April 14th-17th, 2025, at the Central Wyoming College in
Riverton, Wyoming. .

e Days 1-2: Beginner-Friendly and Advanced Grant Management and
Writing Seminars: During the sessions on days 1 and 2,
participants will learn the fundamentals of grant management and
writing, including how to identify funding opportunities, develop
compelling project plans and proposals, and navigate the
intricacies of compliance requirements and grant implementation
and administration.

e Days 3-4: Interactive Panels and Fireside Chats: The final two
days will offer a unique opportunity to engage directly with
representatives from Federal and Wyoming State agencies.
Through interactive panels and fireside chats, attendees will gain
insights into the latest grant opportunities and funding priorities.
This interactive format will allow participants to ask questions,
network with grant administrators, and learn best practices from
grant recipients and administrators.

Additional event and registration details will be coming soon. In the
meantime, keep an eye out for additional information and resources
on the GMO website.

Mark your calendars, and we hope to see you there!

Contact the Grants Management Office by emailing SBD-
Grants@wyo.gov.

Grants Management Office
State Budget Department
2800 Central Avenue
State Library

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002
Phone: (307) 777-6292
Email: sbd-grants@wyo.gov



https://sbd.wyo.gov/grants
mailto:SBD-Grants@wyo.gov
mailto:SBD-Grants@wyo.gov
mailto:sbd-grants@wyo.gov

‘Training the Next Generation of
Conservation Professionals in
Regenerative Agriculture and

Forestry’

In May 2024, The Corps Network and partners announced
28 organizations to host Working Lands Conservation Corps
(WLCC) members. Applications are open now for a second
round of WLCC Host Sites. The deadline to apply to host
WLCC members is March 31, 2025.

From State Conservationist, Jackie Byam: “The Working
Lands Conservation Corps is NRCS'’s response to the Biden
Administrations Climate Conservation Corps that was
started last year. This is an opportunity for partners to
provide outreach and education around climate-smart ag to
farmers and ranchers, and also facilitate conservation and
climate resilience projects. Eligible organizations may apply
to host one or more WLCC members.”

https://corpsnetwork.org/programs-initiatives/working-
lands-conservation-corps/



https://corpsnetwork.org/programs-initiatives/working-lands-conservation-corps/
https://corpsnetwork.org/programs-initiatives/working-lands-conservation-corps/
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Save the Date! ' P

conserving
natural resources

for our future

District Supervisor & Employee Training

When, Where & Why:

e March 4th start time: 7:15 AM (tentative®)
Legislative 101 Training
Wyoming State Capitol
200 W 24th Street
Cheyenne, WY 82001

e March 5th & 6th start time: 8:00AM
District Supervisor Training
Laramie County Conservation District
1923 Whitney Road
Cheyenne, WY 82007

*Legislative 101 schedule is dependent on the
legislative committee daily schedule. Details will
be confirmed closer to March 4th. Please let
Holly know if you plan to join!

*Lunch will be provided on the
5th & 6th.

*An agenda with registration will be
available on the WACD website by
February 15th: www.conservewy.com.




