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NEWSLETTER
CONSERVATION CONNECT

conserving
natural resources

for our future

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

2025 DUES FOR THE BRIDGER PLANT MATERIALS
CENTER WERE INVOICED ON 12/10.

REMINDER TO REMIT ANNUAL DUES. LET SYDNEY
KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO PAY LATER IN THE YEAR.

THE DISTRICT SUPERVISOR AND EMPLOYEE
TRAINING IS *TENTATIVELY* SCHEDULED FOR
MARCH 4TH-6TH IN CHEYENNE, WY. DETAILS WITH
CONFIRMED DATES, LOCATION, AND TIME WILL BE
EMAILED AND SHARED ON WACD’S WEBSITE.

NACD IS SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR THE ANNUAL 2024 ANNUAL REPORT
DLIN SIMS CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP AWARD. & PLAN OF WORK WINNER
PLEASE WORK WITH YOU NRCS STATE PO ey Carn
CONSERVATIONIST TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS BY

MONDAY, JANUARY 6TH 2025. CLICK HERE FOR T0 VIEW REPORTS, CLICK HERE
MORE INFORMATION.

PLANNING IS UNDERWAY FOR THE WYOMING WATER
ASSOCIATION’S SUMMER TOUR, TENTATIVELY
SCHEDULED FOR MID-JUNE IN SHERIDAN OR
JOHNSON COUNTY. IF YOU HAVE IDEAS FOR
MEETING TOPICS, PLEASE CONTACT JUSTIN
CAUDILL AND CARMEN MCINTYRE. MORE DETAILS
TO COME SHORTLY!
(WATERSHED.COORDINATORE@CONSERVEWY,COM)



http://www.conserveconverse.org/uploads/6/2/6/3/62634113/cccd_annual_report_2324_final_signatures.pdf
https://www.nacdnet.org/membership-resources/nacd-awards/

MEET THE STAFF OF WACD

TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE: BELOW ARE
THREE FACTS THAT CARMEN HAS
SHARED ABOUT HERSELF. TWO OF THEM
ARE TRUTHFUL FACTS, WHILE ONE IS A
LIE. CAN YOU GUESS WHICH FACT IS
ACTUALLY A LIE? SUBMIT YOUR
GUESSES TO
SYDNEY.BAKERECONSERVEWY.COM
AND WE WILL LET YOU KNOW OF THE
RESULTS IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER!

FUN FACT #1: | PARTICIPATED IN
NOAA’S EXPLORER-IN-TRAINING
PROGRAM WITH THE HOPES OF ONE DAY
JOINING AN EXPEDITION TO LOCATE THE
WRECKAGE OF AMELIA EARHART'S
LOCKHEED ELECTRA.

FUN FACT #2: MY KIDS HAVE A
CHOCOLATE LAB NAMED SHELBY.

FUN FACT #3: | HAVE GONE SKYDIVING
AND WOULD DO IT AGAIN; ALBEIT ON AN
EMPTY STOMACH.

NAME: CARMEN HORNE-MCINTYRE

POSITION: WATERSHED COORDINATOR

WHILE ATTENDING THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT
ASHEVILLE, | PARTICIPATED IN AN INTERNSHIP WITH THE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE AND WORKED
WITH ARTHUR WABDE, A TRIBAL LIAISON STATIONED ON THE
QUALLA BOUNDARY OF THE EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE.
DURING THIS TIME, | ALSO WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE SWAIN
AND JACKSON COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICTS. ARTHUR WAS A GREAT FRIEND AND MENTOR WHO
EXPOSED ME TO MANY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THAT HAVE
SHAPED MY CAREER. AFTER GETTING A DEGREE IN NATURAL
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN 2000, | WENT ON TO WORK WITH
THE EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE, EVENTUALLY BECOMING
MANAGER OF THEIR ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE. FOLLOWING MY WORK WITH THE TRIBE, | ACCEPTED A
JOB WITH THE ASHEVILLE OFFICE OF MICHAEL BAKER
ENGINEERING AND ASSISTED WITH NUMEROUS STREAM AND
WETLAND RESTORATION PROJECTS. IN LATE 2013, WITH THE
HELP OF FRIENDS AND FAMILY, MY SON AND | MOVED TO
WYOMING WHERE MY HUSBAND HAD BEGUN WORKING WITH
BNSF RAILWAY. WITHIN MONTHS, SARAH ANDERSON (CROOK
COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCE DISTRICT), WAS GETTING
EMAILS AND VISITS FROM ME, THUS BEGINNING THE STORY OF
MY WORK WITH CONSERVATION DISTRICTS IN WYOMING. A
COUPLE OF MOVES LATER, AND WITH THE ADDITION OF MY
DAUGHTER, WE NOW LIVE IN CODY. IT HAS BEEN AN AMAZING
EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH OTHER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
COLLEAGUES, AGENCY PARTNERS, AND THE PUBLIC.
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS HAVE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES AND
CHALLENGES ALIKE. | LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUING TO
WORK WITH YOU ALL TO PRACTICE RESOURCE CONSERVATION
ON THE GROUND AND PROMOTE THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE
RESOURCES THAT MAKE THIS STATE WHAT IT IS.




A MESSAGE
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As 2025 quickly approaches, | look back on all WACD has
accomplished in 2024 with pride. WACD has grown and
changed significantly in the past year and we look
forward to all that 2025 has to offer. Thank you to all of
you for your contributions to this growth.

Il want to take a moment to give a special thanks to
everyone who helped make our 2024 Annual Convention a
smashing success! It take a team effort, and we had a
great one this year! We cannot wait for all of the
planning for next years 80th Annual Convention. Please
let us know if you have any great ideas for celebrating
this landmark year.

The 2025 Legislative Session is set to kick off on
January 14th. | along with the Board will be reviewing bills
in the coming weeks to decide which ones we will
monitor, support or oppose. Please let me know if there
are any bills that you would like to bring to our attention.
Weekly Legislative Updates be released Friday’s during
session. Please check these out to follow along.

In the coming months our Intern, Ecomae Kontour, will be
working on stories to highlight the great work that you
all are up to. If your District has a project they would like
highlighted please let us know!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!



State Happenings

Legislative Corner

WY Governor to Chair of the Education Commission
of the States
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WYGOV/bulle
tins/3c82849

Geis Appointed to Second Term

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WYBEEFCOUNCIL/bulleti
Nns/3c81063

Governor Gordon Releases Supplement Budget
https://governor.wyo.gov/news-releases/governor-gordon-
emphasizes-emergency-response-property-tax-relief-
infrastructure-projects-in-supplemental-budget-priorities-to-help-
wyoming-communities-

UW Report Shows Economic Damage from
Cheatgrass

https:// www.sweetwaternow.com/uw-report-identifies-
cheatgrass-as-most-economically-damaging-threat-to-wyo-
agriculture/

State Engineer Approves Sinclair Refinery Water
Proposal
https://wyofile.com/encampment-river-decision-highlights-the-
impact-of-climate-change-on-wyoming-water-law/?
utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f778a478ad-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_20_11_55&utm_medium=email&utm_t
erm=0_-f778a478ad-622950033

2025 Wyoming Legislative Session starts January 14th!



Federal Updates

Legislative Corner

Senate approves EXPLORE Act
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2024/12/19/senate-
approves-sweeping-outdoor-recreation-package-00195417

BIDEH Rule Withdrawn
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?
utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federa
lIregister.gov

Forest Service Announces New Monitoring Policy

https://getfea.com/timber/us-forest-service-announces-new-policy-for-
Mmonitoring-national-forests-and-grasslands

House Passes HR115 - Midnight Rules Act

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1157?
q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22midnight+rules+rule+relieft+tact%22%7D&r=2&s=1

Government Shutdown Averted at midnight on December 20th
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/12/20/government-shutdown-bill-
continuing-resolution/

Senate Passes Wyoming Public Lands Initiative Bill

https://www.energy.senate.gov/2023/12/enr-advances-legislation-supporting-
wyoming-s-resources

Senate Passes MAPWaters Act

https://www.energy.senate.gov/2023/10/barrasso-king-introduce-the-mapwaters-
act

Senate Passes Barrasso’s RANCH Act

https://www.barrasso.senate.gov/public/index.ctfm/news-releases?ID=2E684308-
OADBE-4EO7-8B6BE-411ADODDBC4C

BLM Rejects Governors Appeal, Publishes Rock Springs RMP
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IxXh71BW3FHY47IKGEDb4CmMmbHOEpatJd
SHe/view


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov

FEDERAL REGISTRAR
IMPORTANT NOTICES

“ENDANGERED AND THREATENED

WILDLIFE AND PLANTS; ENDANGERED N /
SPECIES STATUS FOR SUCKLEY’S

CUCKOO BUMBLE BEE”

“WYOMING RESOURCE ADVISORY \ Y
COUNCIL S Ao
ANNDUNCES 2025 MEETINGS” -

L

“ENDANGERED AND THREATENED
WILDLIFE AND PLANTS; THREATENED \/

SPECIES STATUS WITH SECTION 4(D) -
RULE FOR MONARCH BUTTERFLY AND
DESIGNATION OF CRITICAL HABITAT”

“NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE RECQLP

OF DECISION AND APPROVED RESO®R
MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT FO®
BUFFALO FIELD OFFICE, WYOMING’,

“NATURAL GRASS SobD
PROMOTION, RESEARCH, AND
INFORMATION ORDER”

"ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT; ISSUANCE OF
ENHANCEMENT OF SURVIVAL AND INCIDENYA}
TAKE PERMITS FOR SAFE HARBOH™ -

AGREEMENTS, CANDIDATE CONSERVAYTD
AGREEMENTS...”

\7

“NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE
PROPOSED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
PLAN AMENDMENT AND FINAL ..." <

“NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE \
DRAFT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT "
PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT »
STATEMENT...”

-



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/10/2024-28389/natural-grass-sod-promotion-research-and-information-order
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/10/2024-28389/natural-grass-sod-promotion-research-and-information-order
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/10/2024-28389/natural-grass-sod-promotion-research-and-information-order
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26483/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-amendment-and-final-environmental
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26483/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-amendment-and-final-environmental
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26483/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-amendment-and-final-environmental

FEDERAL REGISTRAR
IMPORTANT NOTICES

“NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE
APPROVED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT N\ /
PLAN AMENDMENTS AND RECORD OF =~ (\ <
DECISION FOR UTILITY-SCALE SOLAR
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT”

PUBLIC LAND ORDER NO. 7956; WITHDRAWAL \ /
OF PACTOLA RESERVOIR-RAPID CREEK : -
WATERSHED; SOUTH DAKOTA”



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30790/public-land-order-no-7956-withdrawal-of-pactola-reservoir-rapid-creek-watershed-south-dakota
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30790/public-land-order-no-7956-withdrawal-of-pactola-reservoir-rapid-creek-watershed-south-dakota
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30790/public-land-order-no-7956-withdrawal-of-pactola-reservoir-rapid-creek-watershed-south-dakota

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

—

—"' U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA Seeks Public Input on Climate-
Smart Conservation Practice Standards

USDA is seeking public input by December 23, 2024, on how to improve conservation
practice standards to maximize climate change mitigation and adaptation benefits, as
supported by peer-reviewed scientific literature. Conservation practices providing
climate benefits are delivered through existing USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs popular with producers, like the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP), Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), and Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) as well as NRCS technical assistance.

The Inflation Reduction Act, part of President Biden’s Investing in America agenda,
and Farm Bill provide funding for these programs.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

CLICK HERE


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/usda-seeks-public-input-on-climate-benefits-of-conservation-practice-standards?utm_campaign=1107climate_smart&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

WYOMING ALLIANCE FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
GATHERING

LRI

Five Conservation Districts recently participated in
the Wyoming Alliance for Environmental Education
Gathering at Whiskey Mountain Conservation Camp in
the Torrey Valley near Dubois. Staff from Cody CD,
Dubois-Crowheart CD, Lower Wind River CD, Popo
Agie CD and Sublette County CD exchanged ideas
with other environmental education professionals
across the state, discussed what tools are needed to
support environmental education in Wyoming, and
took home valuable information to create meaningful
education action in our local communities!



