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2025 Dues for the Bridger Plant Materials

Center were invoiced on 12/10. 

Reminder to remit Annual Dues. Let Sydney

know if you plan to pay later in the year.

The District Supervisor and Employee

Training is *Tentatively* scheduled for

March 4th-6th in Cheyenne, WY. Details with

Confirmed Dates, Location, and Time will be

Emailed and Shared on WACD’s website.

NACD is seeking nominations for the annual

Olin Sims Conservation Leadership Award.

Please work with you NRCS State

Conservationist to submit nominations by

Monday, January 6th 2025. CLICK HERE for

more information. 

Planning is underway for the Wyoming Water

Association's Summer Tour, tentatively

scheduled for mid-June in Sheridan or

Johnson County. If you have ideas for

meeting topics, please contact Justin

Caudill and Carmen McIntyre. More details

to come shortly!

(watershed.coordinator@conservewy,com)

http://www.conserveconverse.org/uploads/6/2/6/3/62634113/cccd_annual_report_2324_final_signatures.pdf
https://www.nacdnet.org/membership-resources/nacd-awards/


Name: Carmen Horne-McIntyre

While attending the University of North Carolina at

Asheville, I participated in an internship with the

Natural Resources Conservation Service and worked

with Arthur Wade, a Tribal Liaison stationed on the

Qualla Boundary of the Eastern Band of Cherokee.

During this time, I also worked closely with the Swain

and Jackson County Soil and Water Conservation

Districts. Arthur was a great friend and mentor who

exposed me to many learning opportunities that have

shaped my career. After getting a degree in natural

resource management in 2000, I went on to work with

the Eastern Band of Cherokee, eventually becoming

Manager of their Environment and Natural Resources

Office. Following my work with the Tribe, I accepted a

job with the Asheville Office of Michael Baker

Engineering and assisted with numerous stream and

wetland restoration projects. In late 2013, with the

help of friends and family, my son and I moved to

Wyoming where my husband had begun working with

BNSF Railway. Within months, Sarah Anderson (Crook

County Natural Resource District), was getting

emails and visits from me, thus beginning the story of

my work with conservation districts in Wyoming. A

couple of moves later, and with the addition of my

daughter, we now live in Cody. It has been an amazing

experience working with other conservation district

colleagues, agency partners, and the public.

Conservation Districts have unique opportunities and

challenges alike. I look forward to continuing to

work with you all to practice resource conservation

on the ground and promote the stewardship of the

resources that make this State what it is.

Meet the Staff of WACD

Position: Watershed Coordinator

Two Truths and A Lie: Below are

three facts that Carmen has

shared about herself. Two of them

are truthful facts, while one is a

lie. Can you guess which fact is

actually a lie? Submit your

guesses to

sydney.baker@conservewy.com

and we will let you know of the

results in the next newsletter! 

Fun Fact #1: I participated in

NOAA’s Explorer-In-Training

Program with the hopes of one day

joining an expedition to locate the

wreckage of Amelia Earhart’s

Lockheed Electra.

Fun Fact #2: My kids have a

Chocolate Lab named Shelby.

Fun Fact #3: I have gone skydiving

and would do it again; albeit on an

empty stomach.



A MESSAGE 

FROM
your Executive Director

As 2025 quickly approaches, I look back on all WACD has
accomplished in 2024 with pride. WACD has grown and
changed significantly in the past year and we look
forward to all that 2025 has to offer. Thank you to all of
you for your contributions to this growth. 

I want to take a moment to give a special thanks to
everyone who helped make our 2024 Annual Convention a
smashing success! It take a team effort, and we had a
great one this year! We cannot wait for all of the
planning for next years 80th Annual Convention. Please
let us know if you have any great ideas for celebrating
this landmark year. 

The 2025 Legislative Session is set to kick off on
January 14th. I along with the Board will be reviewing bills
in the coming weeks to decide which ones we will
monitor, support or oppose. Please let me know if there
are any bills that you would like to bring to our attention.
Weekly Legislative Updates be released Friday’s during
session. Please check these out to follow along. 

In the coming months our Intern, Ecomae Kontour, will be
working on stories to highlight the great work that you
all are up to. If your District has a project they would like
highlighted please let us know! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!



Legislative Corner State Happenings

WY Governor to Chair of the Education Commission
of the States
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WYGOV/bulle
tins/3c82849

Geis Appointed to Second Term
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WYBEEFCOUNCIL/bulleti
ns/3c81063

Governor Gordon Releases Supplement Budget
https://governor.wyo.gov/news-releases/governor-gordon-
emphasizes-emergency-response-property-tax-relief-
infrastructure-projects-in-supplemental-budget-priorities-to-help-
wyoming-communities-

UW Report Shows Economic Damage from
Cheatgrass
https://www.sweetwaternow.com/uw-report-identifies-
cheatgrass-as-most-economically-damaging-threat-to-wyo-
agriculture/

State Engineer Approves Sinclair Refinery Water
Proposal
https://wyofile.com/encampment-river-decision-highlights-the-
impact-of-climate-change-on-wyoming-water-law/?
utm_source=WyoFile&utm_campaign=f778a478ad-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_20_11_55&utm_medium=email&utm_t
erm=0_-f778a478ad-622950033

2025 Wyoming Legislative Session starts January 14th! 



Legislative Corner Federal Updates

Senate approves EXPLORE Act
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2024/12/19/senate-
approves-sweeping-outdoor-recreation-package-00195417

BIDEH Rule Withdrawn
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?
utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federa
lregister.gov

Forest Service Announces New Monitoring Policy
https://getfea.com/timber/us-forest-service-announces-new-policy-for-
monitoring-national-forests-and-grasslands

House Passes HR115 - Midnight Rules Act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/115?
q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22midnight+rules+rule+relief+act%22%7D&r=2&s=1

Government Shutdown Averted at midnight on December 20th
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/12/20/government-shutdown-bill-
continuing-resolution/

Senate Passes Wyoming Public Lands Initiative Bill
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2023/12/enr-advances-legislation-supporting-
wyoming-s-resources

Senate Passes MAPWaters Act
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2023/10/barrasso-king-introduce-the-mapwaters-
act

Senate Passes Barrasso’s RANCH Act
https://www.barrasso.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/news-releases?ID=2E684308-
9A5E-4E07-8B6E-411AD0DDBC4C

BLM Rejects Governors Appeal, Publishes Rock Springs RMP
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xh713W3FHY47lKGEDb4CmbHOEpatJ
3He/view

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-19/pdf/2024-29236.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov


FEDERAL REGISTRAR
IMPORTANT NOTICES

“Wyoming Resource Advisory

Council

 Announces 2025 meetings”  

“Endangered and Threatened

Wildlife and Plants; Endangered

Species Status for Suckley's

Cuckoo Bumble Bee”

“Endangered and Threatened

Wildlife and Plants; Threatened

Species Status With Section 4(d)

Rule for Monarch Butterfly and

Designation of Critical Habitat”

“Natural Grass Sod

Promotion, Research, and

Information Order”

“Notice of Availability of the Record

of Decision and Approved Resource

Management Plan Amendment for the

Buffalo Field Office, Wyoming”

“Endangered Species Act; Issuance of

Enhancement of Survival and Incidental

Take Permits for Safe Harbor

Agreements, Candidate Conservation

Agreements.. .”

“Notice of Availability of the

Draft Resource Management

Plan and Environmental Impact

Statement.. .”

“Notice of Availability of the

Proposed Resource Management

Plan Amendment and Final . . .”

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29655/wyoming-resource-advisory-council-announces-2025-meetings
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-28729/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-endangered-species-status-for-suckleys-cuckoo-bumble
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/12/2024-28855/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-threatened-species-status-with-section-4d-rule-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/10/2024-28389/natural-grass-sod-promotion-research-and-information-order
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/10/2024-28389/natural-grass-sod-promotion-research-and-information-order
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/10/2024-28389/natural-grass-sod-promotion-research-and-information-order
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/27/2024-27677/notice-of-availability-of-the-record-of-decision-and-approved-resource-management-plan-amendment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/18/2024-26782/endangered-species-act-issuance-of-enhancement-of-survival-and-incidental-take-permits-for-safe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26665/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-resource-management-plan-and-environmental-impact-statement-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26483/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-amendment-and-final-environmental
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26483/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-amendment-and-final-environmental
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/15/2024-26483/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-amendment-and-final-environmental


FEDERAL REGISTRAR
IMPORTANT NOTICES

“Notice of Availability of the

Approved Resource Management

Plan Amendments and Record of

Decision for Utility-Scale Solar

Energy Development”

“Public Land Order No. 7956; Withdrawal

of Pactola Reservoir-Rapid Creek

Watershed; South Dakota”

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30953/notice-of-availability-of-the-approved-resource-management-plan-amendments-and-record-of-decision
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30790/public-land-order-no-7956-withdrawal-of-pactola-reservoir-rapid-creek-watershed-south-dakota
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30790/public-land-order-no-7956-withdrawal-of-pactola-reservoir-rapid-creek-watershed-south-dakota
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/27/2024-30790/public-land-order-no-7956-withdrawal-of-pactola-reservoir-rapid-creek-watershed-south-dakota


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

USDA Seeks Public Input on Climate-
Smart Conservation Practice Standards 
USDA is seeking public input by December 23, 2024, on how to improve conservation
practice standards to maximize climate change mitigation and adaptation benefits, as
supported by peer-reviewed scientific literature. Conservation practices providing
climate benefits are delivered through existing USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs popular with producers, like the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP), Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), and Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) as well as NRCS technical assistance.
The Inflation Reduction Act, part of President Biden’s Investing in America agenda,
and Farm Bill provide funding for these programs. 

Click Here

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/usda-seeks-public-input-on-climate-benefits-of-conservation-practice-standards?utm_campaign=1107climate_smart&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


WYOMING ALLIANCE FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

GATHERING

Five Conservation Districts recently participated in
the Wyoming Alliance for Environmental Education

Gathering at Whiskey Mountain Conservation Camp in
the Torrey Valley near Dubois. Staff from Cody CD,
Dubois-Crowheart CD, Lower Wind River CD, Popo
Agie CD and Sublette County CD exchanged ideas
with other environmental education professionals

across the state, discussed what tools are needed to
support environmental education in Wyoming, and

took home valuable information to create meaningful
education action in our local communities!


