
NEWSLETTER

August 2024

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Resolutions need to be submitted to WACD prior to

your Area Meeting.

District Managers - A booking link for The Virginian in

Jackson, WY was shared with you all on Thursday,

August 22nd. If you need this email re-sent to you,

please ask Sydney (sydney.baker@conservewy.com).

This hotel will be our primary host location for the

Annual Convention in November. A DRAFT agenda is

available on the WACD website under the “EVENTS” tab

> 2024 ANNUAL CONVENTION. Please also note that

once we get closer to Convention, a printable agenda

will be available. 

Each District should have received 24 raffle tickets for

the Side by Side that will be raffled at this year’s

Convention in Jackson, WY. Please try to sell all tickets

before Convention! 

If you have submissions for the Poster Contest, Photo

Contest, Annual Plan of Work & Annual Report please

submit through the communicated Google Form no

later than September 15th. 

 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION CONNECT

Area Meetings & Convention

Area Meetings are THIS MONTH! 

WACD Award Nominations WERE Due Sept. 1 Annual

Plans & Reports, Posters & Photos Due Sept. 15th

Mark Your Calendars for our Annual Convention: 

November 20th - 22nd  2024

The Virginian - Jackson, WY



AREA V

AREA I

AREA III

CODY CD

SWEETWATER CD

CROOK COUNTY NRD

NIOBRARA CD

POPO AGIE CD

AREA IV

AREA II

SEPT. 5TH

SEPT. 25TH

SSEPT. 24TH

SEPT. 6TH

SEPT. 23RD

CALL TO ARRANGE A VIEWING TODAY

2024 Area
Meetings

S E P T E M B E R

PLEASE SEE THE BELOW
SCHEDULE FOR AREA MEETINGS!

THE LAST CONSERVATION
CONNECT ISSUE (JULY) HAD

INCORRECT DATES!



Employment Opportunity 

Watershed Coordinator 
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts 

The Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts (WACD) seeks a highly motivated and dedicated individual
to fill the full-time position of Watershed Coordinator. WACD is headquartered in Cheyenne, Wyoming. This
position has the option to telework from within the state, with occasional workdays at the Cheyenne office. 

A little bit about the position... 

The Watershed Coordinator provides technical  assistance to Wyoming’s local conservation districts and
communities with water quality and related resource concerns and issues. The position acts as a liaison
between WACD and federal and state water quality and natural resource agencies and partners to plan,
coordinate, and schedule mutually beneficial activities to promote natural resource conservation. Training,
information, implementation, and coordination activities will be conducted to promote WACD’s watershed
priorities. 

Ideal skills and experience... 

Bachelor’s degree in rangeland ecology, watershed management, environmental science, geography,
or related field; or a comparable combination of education and professional experience Three to six
years of experience in watershed planning, water policy, and/or GIS preferred Experience with GIS
software, such as ArcGIS, preferred 
Strong writing and editing skills required, preferably with previous experience writing technical
documentation at a professional level 
Working knowledge of relevant water related policies and laws
Proficient in general professional software applications including Office 365, Adobe, etc. 
Detail oriented, highly organized, self motivated and able to work on multiple project areas
simultaneously
Posses strong interpersonal and professional communication skills 

For more information...

For more information, including a full job listing can be found on the WACD website (www.conservewy.com) or
by contacting Holly Kennedy -- holly.kennedy@conservewy.com 

Applications should be received by October 1st 2024. 



WNRF & WFFA Annual Cowboy
Cornhole Tournament 

The Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation along with the Wyoming FFA Foundation had

another successful year at the Wyoming State Fair hosting Cowboy Cornhole! Our Youth

Division winners were “KC Bags” and our Adult Division winners were “Floor Baggers.” Both

Foundations were very fortunate to have the help of John Harbarger, an avid Cornhole player

from Douglas, WY run the tournament. We had an awesome turn out and played until the

grounds closed! We look forward to next August and appreciate all of those who helped share

the tournament details on their social media pages or sponsored this event! 



Farm/Ranch Succession Workshops Coming Soon - Submitted by Lucy Pauley

To register for the webinars, visit https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpc-

6tqz0uHN3__7EMytyBRKP6KuuYlwkj

Anyone wanting more information can contact me at (307) 777-8788 or email

lucy.pauley@wyo.gov. 

September 23: Where do you want to be and how wil l  you get there? Wil l  your hard work, hopes

and dreams for how you’ve always wanted to hand off your farm/ranch be reflected in your

planning efforts? You have great ideas, know who you want to pass the next chapter of your

operation onto and how you’d l ike it to continue or expand in operation. Come learn about the

steps you can take to develop and final ize a strong farm/ranch succession plan.

September 9: Where are you now? Why try to reinvent the wheel? We have resources available to

give you a broad overview of each step you may want to take. You can easily navigate unknown

waters that take you downstream to better planning for everyone involved and comfortable ways

to have conservations so that everyone feels heard.

Do you know anyone who’s starting to think about how to transfer their farm or ranch to the next

generation? The Mediation Program is offering three webinars in August and September designed

to help famil ies work through the succession planning process with the help of coordinators. The

webinars are free to join.  They wil l  also be recorded and available for viewing on the Wyoming

Department of Agricultures website.

Farm/Ranch Succession Workshops
Coming Soon!



A MESSAGE 
your Executive Director

FROM

-- Hol ly L.M. Kennedy

August was an action-packed month! It started off with the jointly hosted Wyoming

Stockgrowers Association and Wyoming Wool Growers Association Forest Service tour that

was held in the Wyoming Range this year. It was two days full of great discussion between the

Forest Service and those with a strong interest in the management of the natural resources

found therein. Sherri Meeks with SCCD gave some great presentations on projects within their

District including monitoring and virtual fencing. 

From there, President Heward and myself were able to attend the NACD Summer Meeting in

Boston. We were also joined there by Zach Byram. It was a great opportunity to network with

Conservation District people from all across the United States. WACD was able to share many

of our projects and achievements at the SW/Pacific Region Meeting and learn about goings on

in other states. Boston is a beautiful city with an immense amount of our nation’s early history. 

Next up was the Wyoming State Fair where WACD & WNRF split a display table in the

Wyoming Livestock Round Up tent. We had a lot of traffic at the booth with lots of takers on

our key chains and stickers. Huge shout out to Wyoming State Fair for also letting us display

the Polaris Ranger and Stihl Leaf Blower for WNRFs annual raffle, which attracted a lot of

attention! We once again successfully partnered with the Wyoming FFA Foundation on our

annual Cornhole Tournament! Special thanks to John Harbarger for all of his help with putting

on this years event! 

I hope you all also had a great August and I look forward to seeing many of you in the coming

weeks at Area Meetings! 



Legislative Corner State Happenings

Wyoming Livestock Board Rule Open for Public Comment Chapter 8 Livestock Board Import Rules and Chapter 15

Trichomoniasis Rules are open for public comment through September 27th 2024.

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WYLIVESTOCK/2024/08/13/file_attachments/2965212/051-

08072024-Chpt%208-15%20%281%29.pdf

 

Select Water Committee met August 8th in Evanston The Committee discussed many issues including: the Drinking

Water State Revolving Fund; Planning Project Amendments; Upper Colorado River Basin Fund; Sponsor Contingency

Account Requests; UW Water Research Program RPF; Groundwater Appropriations and Management; Colorado River

Basin Update; and the Disposition of Water Rights. Additional information and a link to the meeting recording can be

found here https://wyoleg.gov/Committees/2024/SWC.

The next meeting will be in Cheyenne September 25 & 26th 2024. 

Upcoming Legislative Meetings https://wyoleg.gov/Calendar/20240901/Meeting

- Predators Working Group – September 4th 2024 in Cheyenne

- Select Federal Natural Resource Management September 9th 2024 in Douglas

- Agriculture September 10th and 11th 2024 in Buffalo

- Appropriations September 26th and 27th 2024 in Douglas

- Travel, Recreation and Wildlife September 30th and October 1st 2024 in Cheyenne

Legislative Corner Federal Updates

Farm Bill Members of Congress have released three separate proposals for the upcoming farm bill. The House

Agriculture Committee released the Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2024, which was advanced through

committee with bipartisan support, but has not yet been introduced on the House floor. Additionally, both the Senate

Agriculture Majority and Minority have released frameworks outlining policy priorities for their proposals; however,

neither has released a proposal with full bill text, nor has either proposal been introduced in a committee hearing.

 

Insecticide Strategy The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has released its draft Insecticide Strategy. Like the

draft Herbicide Strategy issued last year, the draft Insecticide Strategy suggests adding additional mitigation measures

to pesticide labels to reduce both spray drift and runoff. According to the draft, those mitigations would be added to

existing pesticide labels as they came up for registration review. A comment period on the draft Insecticide Strategy

will be open through September 23. For more information click here.



WOTUS On July 29, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals issued a ruling to revive a lawsuit challenging EPA’s current

definition of the CWA’s “waters of the United States.” In a three-page opinion, the Sixth Circuit found that a Kentucky

district court judge had violated a federal procedural rule and improperly dismissed the litigation. While the Sixth Circuit

revived Kentucky’s challenge, it noted that the Supreme Court’s decision in Sackett v. EPA, “alleviated the vast majority of

plaintiffs’ alleged harms.” Therefore, the Sixth Circuit held that in order to continue the litigation, Kentucky would need to

amend its complaint to address the Sackett decision. To view the Sixth Circuit’s opinion, click here. 

 

Water Conservation USDA has announced a new funding program which seeks to incentivize farmers to use less water and

continue farming. Aimed at farmers in arid, Western states, the program looks to conserve up to 50,000 acre-feet of water

across 250,000 acres of irrigated farmland. Each eligible district will receive up to $15 million to help improve irrigation

systems, try new crops, or to encourage a switch to less water-intensive water management systems. Producers who

participate will work with USDA to develop water conservation plans appropriate for their own needs and circumstances. To

learn more about the program click here. 

 

Chevron Decision Last month the US Supreme Court overturned the Chevron Decision, a 40 year old decision that granted

more authorities to federal agencies. The 6 to 3 ruling in Loper Bright Enterprises v Raimondo reduces the power of federal

agencies, but some worry that it may also result in more litigation. https://www.agriculturedive.com/news/chevron-

doctrine-explainer-agriculture/720533/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202024-07-

03%20Agriculture%20Dive%20%5Bissue:63590%5D&utm_term=Agriculture%20Dive

 

EPA Issues Emergency Order to stop using Dacthal Earlier this month EPA issued an emergency suspension of

registration for the pesticide Dimethyl Tetrachloroterephthalate (DCPA or Dacthal) after it was found that exposure in

pregnant women could cause fetal thyroid hormone levels. 

 

Supreme Court could curb NEPA reviews Seven County Infrastructure Coalition v. Eagle County, Colorado challenges the

breadth of analysis required under the National Environmental Policy Act and is among the first environmental cases the

Supreme Court has agreed to hear next term. https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2024/06/24/supreme-

court-could-curb-nepa-reviews-next-term-00164667

BLM Public Lands Rule FACA and Ims BLM announced they will soon publish a call to establish a Federal Advisory

Committee (FACA) to advise the agency on development of further guidance. Additionally, BLM published a series of

preliminary Instructional Memoranda and other guidance documents to field staff how the rule interacts with existing

authorities. The publications include:

Restoration Prioritization & Planning IM

Watershed Condition Assessment IM 

Land Health Standards IM 

Restoration and Mitigation Leasing IM 

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) Manual 

Inventory & Monitoring of Ecological Resources Manual 

Land Use Planning Requirements IB 



FEDERAL REGISTRAR
IMPORTANT NOTICES

Notice of Public Meeting, 

Wyoming Advisory Council

Environmental Impact Statements;

 Notice of Availability 
Proposed Resource

Management Plan,

Rock Springs Field

Office

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/07/2024-17421/notice-of-public-meeting-wyoming-resource-advisory-council
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/07/2024-17421/notice-of-public-meeting-wyoming-resource-advisory-council
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/07/2024-17421/notice-of-public-meeting-wyoming-resource-advisory-council
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/07/2024-17421/notice-of-public-meeting-wyoming-resource-advisory-council
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18940/environmental-impact-statements-notice-of-availability
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18940/environmental-impact-statements-notice-of-availability
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18940/environmental-impact-statements-notice-of-availability
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18940/environmental-impact-statements-notice-of-availability
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18912/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-and-final-environmental-impact
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18912/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-and-final-environmental-impact
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18912/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-and-final-environmental-impact
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/23/2024-18912/notice-of-availability-of-the-proposed-resource-management-plan-and-final-environmental-impact

